Hamilton H Mayfield
1820 - 1907

Hamilton was born in DeKalb County, Georgia in 1820/21 as it was being formed from land ceded from
the Creek Indians. Hamilton farmed with his father and brothers in Jackson and Campbell County,
Georgia and is the son of Jacob and Elizabeth Hamilton Mayfield.

On Tuesday April 17, 1838 at age 17, Hamilton mustered in at
New Echota and mustered out on Monday July 2, 1838 at New
Echota Cass (Bartow) County, Georgia. He and Lindsey’s
Georgia 1" Mounted Militia were charged with the gathering
and removal of the remaining Cherokee Indian Tribe. He served
under Capitan James Word. Fort Newnan was the stockade
where the local militia held the Cherokee. He was stationed at
Fort Campbell a few miles from Fort Newnan. In June of 1838
they moved the Cherokee from Fort Campbell to Fort Wool at
New Echota and then on to Ross’s Landing in Chattanooga, TN.

Sometime before 1840 he married Catherine Martin, in North
Carolina and had a daughter Talitha C. born about 1840 and a
son Henry Wilborn born about 1844 while in North Carolina.
Hamilton’s brother Anderson also in North Carolina married
Nancy Martin in 1845. Nancy was the daughter of Jacob and
Catherine Martin of Buncombe County, North Carolina.

Hamilton returned to Gilmer County for a short time with his wife and children and that is where his
sister Edith’s children remember first meeting Hamilton and Catharine.
http://home.hiwaay.net/~wdsmith/leihn.htm (See statements written in 1907 for widow’s pension)

On Monday November 17th 1845, now back in Campbell County, Georgia; his father gave him 101
acres, as was Jacob's custom when his children married. Hamilton sold the property on Tuesday January



http://home.hiwaay.net/~wdsmith/leihn.htm

20th 1846 to McBride. On Monday August 24th,
1846 Jacob gave him another 50 acres, which
Hamilton sold by Saturday December 26th of that
same year. Hamilton signed up for duty in the
Mexican War in 1847 but spent the next 6 months
'standing ready'. The sale of his property was about
the time his wife Catherine died in Campbell County.
His property was sold again to the Deep Creek
Baptist church and became what is today the
Fairburn City Cemetery. Hamilton remarried on
Friday September 28th 1849 to Ary (Arie) Jackson in
Campbell County, Georgia. They are living in
Campbell County on the Monday August 26, 1850
census.

Hamilton received 40 acres bounty land on Friday September 24, 1852 for his service in the Cherokee
Removal. He is living in Talking Rock, Gilmer County, Georgia.

Pickens County, Georgia is formed in 1853 from (“the best of”) Gilmer and Cherokee Counties.

On Thursday March 22, 1855 Hamilton applied for his second 40 acres bounty land. He is applying in
Gilmer County and states that he lives in Pickens County. He asks that the land warrant be sent to John
L. Reid Atty. at Ellijay, Gilmer Co., Georgia. (John L. Reid (*1812) SC)

| have a document dated Saturday December 22, 1855 that shows the two 40-acre warrants then “120
acre Sale”. Signed by Attorney John Reid? Did Hamilton sell all his trophy land and an additional 40 acres
in Gilmer County at that time? The property is located on Sharp Mountain off Fire Tower Road.

On Sunday December 7, 1856 William Asa Gipsor8 married Catherine Collind3 in Jasper, Gilmer
County, Georgia. William is the son of Harrison and Rosanna Weaver Gipson. William’s grandfather
Maynard Harris Gipson is the brother of Jacob Gipson, Hamilton’s sister Edith’s husband.

Catherine Collins appears to be from Gordon Co., Georgia next-door, daughter of Minor W. and Narcissa
N. Evans Collins.

On Thursday February 5, 1857 Hamilton sold 20 acres
to Thomas Taylor for $30.00 SW corner Lot 43 in the
12" District of Section 2 originally Cherokee County,
now Pickens County. ? William Tate Clerk recorded the
sale on Tuesday March 3, 1857. This property is very
remote even today. It is thickly wooded with deep
ravines.

A court case is recorded in Pickens County for
Hamilton H. Mayfield on February 23, 1857 for
“Betting and Playing Cards on the Sabbath”. The case
was “Stricken &Transferred” in the August 1857 Grand
Jury session.




Pickens County is where we find Ary and her five children living in the Wednesday June 20, 1860 census
on Rich Mountain, Sharp Mountain district. Sharp Mountain is only about 10 miles from Jasper where
Wm A. Gipson is living with his folks again and where Hamilton’s sister Edith lived until 1863. His
daughter Talitha is married to Samuel McDonald and living in Mooresville, Mississippi with her 3
children.

Hamilton, on Wednesday August 8, 1860, is now living as man and wife in Bowden, Carroll County,
Georgia with Minerva Evelyn Catherine Collins Gipson as Hamp & Many. Bowdon is 116 miles SW from
Jasper. Amanda (*1860) and Thomas (*1863) are most likely born in this area.

Hamilton again served, this time in the Civil War as Corporal in General Joseph Wheeler’s Georgia
Roswell Battalion, organized June 28, 1863 to protect the Roswell Woolen Factory in Cobb County 20
miles North of Atlanta. On Dec 31, 1864 the battalion
merged into the 24th Alabama Cavalry then the 53rd.
Company A was paroled after the surrender on May 09,
1865 by orders from Colonel Hannon at Augusta,
Georgia. We don’t have Hamilton’s true muster dates
for the Civil War. At least half of the Roswell Battalion
deserted after the fall of the Factory to General
Sherman. Hamilton was not eligible for a Federal Civil
War pension; they were only given to Unionsolders. He
did receive however a bronze plaque in August of 2006
from the Veteran’s Administration™ for his service in
the Civil War. It was placed on his grave by a

Confederate honor guard on Saturday May 26, 2007 at 5:00 PM. Carl Mayfleld of Virginia, the Iast I|V|ng
grandchild of Hamilton was presented the flag. Several family members attended the ceremony as well
as Hershel Yocom and family.

Charles Jackson (*1865) is the first to be born in
Alabama. About the time Hamilton and
Minerva’s fourth child Sarah Jane is born, there is
a record of marriage in Lebanon, Dekalb County,
Alabama (at that time the county seat) between
Hamilton Mayfieldand Manervy E. K. Gipsoon
Wednesday October 23, 1867. Justice of the
Peace Meredith Light married them at his home.
Lebanon, AL is 108 miles W from Bowdon, GA.
We have been unable to locate any such
marriage record in Carroll County, Georgia where
we first saw Hamilton and Minerva living
together. They moved from Georgia to Alabama
between sons Thomas born in 1863 GA and
Charlie Jackson born in 1865 AL after the end of the Civil War.

By Saturday June 25, 1870 Hamilton, Minerva “as Catherine”, Amanda, Thomas, Charlie (Bulger), Sarah
and William Henry are living in Attalla, Etowah County, Alabama. Hamilton is working on a farm. Their
neighbors are James 60 and Emma 50 Collins?




Attalla is 31 miles south of Lebanon on 159. Etowah (pronounced ET-O-WA' with accent on ET and the
greater accent on the Wah, a Creek Indian word meaning tribe or town.

At the same time back in Georgia, Ary and Richmond are not found. John is living with the Ray family in
Jasper. Leroy had married Melinda Corbin on Christmas day 1867; she is a neighbor of the Ray’s.
Melinda is back at home in 1870 and Leroy is not found but shows up in Winston County, Alabama soon
after 1867. Josephine is living with the Thomas Huskey’s in Harbins, Cherokee County. Licena is living
with the Stephen Griffith family in Tate. The assumption is that Ary has passed away.

Another ten years pass and on Friday June 11, 1880, Amanda is married to Geo. Alexander Little and
gone from the home in Beat 24 District 129, Clay Twp., Jackson County, Alabama. Hamilton and
Minerva have four more children, Laura, James Andrew, Leander and Texicana. The only village in this
area (Township 5 Range 6) was known as Kirby’s Creek [pop. 417] (Mount Zion), now Section, AL. near
Gunter's Landing on the bank of the Tennessee River between Arab and Lebanon. Son Thomas Mayfield
is thought to have been killed here in 1881/82. (An interesting note is that Gunter's Landing like Ross’s
Landing was one of the three departure points for the Trail of Tears, had Hamilton been here before?)

Hamilton in early in 1884 found his way to Cullman, Cullman County, Alabama where his half sister
Edith Gipson lived and his son Leroy Hamilton by second wife Ary had been living with his Aunt Edith.
Hamilton claiming to be a single man is introduced to the widow Nancy Hinkle Long, a neighbor of Edith.
On Thursday September 17th of 1885, Edith's son Leander Wm. Gipson/Gibson, Justice of the Peace,
married Nancy and "Hamp" as he was known to Edith's children. Hamp and Nancy moved west to
Franklin County, Alabama where Nancy’s daughter Martha Long Yocom lived. The Yocom families were

land owners in Franklin County.
S :

On Thursday July 24, 1890 Hamilton wrote to Mr. John C.
Black in Washington DC requesting the additional 80 acres
of bounty land due the Indian War solders and asking if a
pension was available for his service in the Mexican War
under Capt. James Lathrin. He was living at Estonton,
Franklin County, Alabama.

Hamilton and Nancy had a beautiful farm in Carroll Corners
near Newburg where they are found on the Monday June

Hamilton became very ill in late 1905 and was sick for
several months. On Thursday June 28th, 1906 the
Russellville, Alabama newspaper reported that "Old
Uncle Hamp" who was in his 88th year, was now able
to sit up and is doing well. On Monday November 4th,
1907 Hamilton made out his will, leaving everything to
his "Beloved Wife" Nancy and then if she were to die,
to Nancy's daughter Mary Harris. He felt that the only
other interested party would be one daughter Delitha
(Talitha C. born 1840) Wilson, his very first child now
about 67 (Talitha and her second husband Hugh
Alexander Wilson are living in Salt Springs, Douglas
County, Georgia in 1910). Her first husband Sam




McDonald was killed in the Civil war and buried in Rome, Georgia.

Hamilton died 3 days later on Thursday November 7, 1907 and is buried in Oak Grove Cemetery in
Franklin County, Alabama next to the grave of Jessie R. and Ellie W. Yocom. Jessie was the grandson of
Nancy, the son of John and Martha Long Yocom. John and his son Jessie cared for Hamilton's grave for
nearly 100 years, and when we found it in July of 2006, it was clean and well groomed.

Hamilton was a solder at heart.

*The United States now views Confederate soldiers as American servicemen who died
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will pay the entire cost of a headstone.

http://www.southernsoldiers.com/

Nancy Hinkle Long Mayfield lived another 20 years and died in Russellville, Franklin
County, Alabama on Sunday June 6, 1927. Her sons came to get her body in a Model
A with no windshield and returned her to Cullman, Alabama to be buried next to her
father.

She is buried in Good Hope Cemetery Cullman County, Alabama as Nancy Hinkle
Long.

Minerva Evelyn Catherine Collins Gipson Mayfield died in Russellville, Pope County,
Arkansas Saturday June 17, 1911.

She is buried in Delphi Cemetery Russellville, Pope County, Arkansas as Mrs. M. E.
Mayfield.

Captain Carl Mayfield - . . b - =
receives the flag of
Hamilton his
grandfather.



http://www.southernsoldiers.com/

CAMPBELL COUNTY, GA - MILITARY

INDIAN WAR Word, Capt James 1st
Mounted Militia Volunteers 1838

This file was contributed by: Linda Ayres
WwWLSARANDOLPH@aol.com

Word's Company of
Lindsey's Mounted
Militia Volunteers

1838 Campbell County Georgia
Stationed at Fort Campbell

Word, James
Waits, L. Berry
Rogers, Martin D
Cantrell, James M
England, William H
Jay, Joseph

Smith, Moses M
Black, Charles
Longino, Absalom S
Sanders, Brantley
Crittenden, Charles
Privates:

Abbott, Thomas J
Banister, William
Barge, Edward

Barnett, Cyprian

Captain
Lieutenant
Lieutenant
Sergeant
Sergeant
Sergeant
Sergeant
Corporal
Corporal
Corporal

Cherokee interpreter

Bartlett, Isaac R
Bartlett, William
Beavers, Rueben C
Bolin, John
Bomar, Elisha P
Bomar, Thomas J
Bond, George
Bryant, Wilson M

Camp, Benjamin
[Born 1801, died 1884 Campbell County GA]

Camp, John C
[Born 1818,died 1896 Talladega County AL]

Campbell, Isaac

Carlton, John *
(Acting company sergeant)

Cash, James W
Clinton, John P
Dillon, John N
England, Martin
Goolshy, Peter

Green, Stephen
Hanley, William F
Henderson, George W
Henderson, Osborn

Howell, Michael



Hudgens, Henry H
Hull, Daniel
Hurston, Lewis
Johnson, John W
Langley, Edmond
Leathers, Peter
Lewis, Nathan S
Lynch, James

Mayfield, Hamilton
[Born 180 DeKalb GAdied B07Franklin CoAL]

McClure, John
Mclnnish, Daniel
McMath, John
McCormick, John
McMinn, Robert
Mullins, Green B
Mullins, Miles
Miller, James
Parrish, James
Parrish, William
Paulett, Lewis M
Rice, Armstead
Royal, Thomas

Sanders, Thomas B

Silvey, George W
[Born 1808, died 1861 Campb&ounty GA]

Silvey, John H

Smith, David D*
(Acting quartermaster sergeant)

Smith, Elisha
Smith, James L
Stacks, William
Stawn, Hiram
Teel, George W
Thomas, Kinson M
Torrance, David
Wallis, Benjamin
Wallis, John H
Westbrooks, John C
Wilson, George J
Wyatt, Andrew J

Wyatt, John

http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/ga/military/indian/word.txt



Hamilton Mayfield stationed at Fort Campbell, Georgia
Tuesday April 17, 1838 dMonday July 2, 1838
34°30'38.41"N- 84°33'16.47"W

Fort Campbell(Blaine, Forsythe County) Capt. FrancisBr ady 6s company arriyv
Of the few located sources with information after and constructed a fort of logs on a hill near

about Ft. Campbell, the most useful was the Scudder 0s includeda blacksmeith p o s t
quartermaster ds r epor t sshaeptbarracks, stablpszand buddings for storage

Archives in Washington, the collection of and other purposes. The location of Camp Eaton,

Cherokee removal records at the National as it was called, is identified on the 1832 survey

Archives Records Administration in East Point, maps on lots 302, 202, 246, and 347. The

Georgia and the correspondence of Gov. Gilmer withdrawal of federal troops began in October of

housed at the Georgia Department of Archives the same year.

and History. Ft. Campbell was in the Middle I n December, Scudder repl i
Military District commanded by Gen. Eustis. As request to station the Georgia Guard at Camp

with other Georgia posts east of Ft. Wool, data Eaton and included a brief description of the

remains limited. post. There were eight rooms in a line occupying

Two residents of Forsyth County are considered 20 square feet. Four rooms lacked floors and

particularly knowledgeable about Cherokee parts of a chimney, but planks for the floors

history, county historian Don Shadburn and wer e | ef tscharge. SeSecab dder 6

Cherokee descendent Lucian Lamar Sneed. Both outbuildings remained, some of which contained

believe Ft. Campbell was located at the junction corn and fodder that Scudder purchased from the

of Forsyth, Lumpkin, and Cherokee counties, departing quartermaster. Apparently, there was

placing it just westof Sc u d d e rnéhsnorthn d  elso a guardhouse.
side of the Federal Road In January 1831, militia Col. John W. A.
. XF = Sanford and his subaltern, Col. Charles H.
Nelson, arrived with voluntary recruits and
began repairing the barracks. The Georgia Guard
remained at the renamed Camp Gilmer until the
following October, and Scudder was under
contract to supply their provisions.
Whil e stationed ats Camp Gi |
most notorious act was the arrest and temporary
confinement of missionaries Elizur Butler and
Samuel Worcester. Gov. George Gilmer later
descri bedamdneoflasvless as
vi ol ence. 0
Jacob Scudder was a white man who moved
(Possible location of Fort Campbell) with his wife and toddler son into the Cherokee
Nation around 1815. He had just been
Scudder 6s, CampGiBert on, @sbhsrged3rdnBrvice in the War of 1812,

Jacob Scudder owned a stand on the Federal where he served in the company commanded by
Road that played a part in the military history of Nehemiah Garrison, who was later, associated
the Cherokee Nation in Georgia prior to with the possible location of Ft. Buffington.
removal. In late May, 1830, Gov. George Gilmer Scudder carried on an active trade with Indians
requested help from the federal government in and whites at his stand near the crossing of the
protecting the gold mines that were discovered Alabama and Federal Roads in the Hightower
in the late 1820s. With the approval of President Community. In 1827, he was named postmaster_
Jackson, the Secretary of War sent two After several years of pressure from the
companies of the 4nregiment to establish a post Cherokee Nation, which objected to the

at a strategic location in the Cherokee Nation.



competition from white-owned businesses,
Scudder moved to the east of Hightower, but
remained in the Cherokee Nation.

Following the 1831 survey of Cherokee lands
and the 1832 creation of Forsyth County,

el ecti ons we rsdomaferkhe
new representatives to the Georgia General
Assembly, and he was elected to the Georgia
Senate. The state subsequently employed him to
identify land lots abandoned by Indians and to
survey Floyd County in the Cherokee Nation.
By the end of his life, Scudder was one of the
largest landowners and slaveholders in Forsyth
County. His son, Alfred, married a woman of
Cherokee descent in 1833, making Alfred, as
well as his children, citizens of the Cherokee
Nation. In short, Jacob Scudder and his public
stop would have been well known among whites
as well as Cherokees at the time of removal.
Establishing a post very near his stand would
have been sensible, and would have provided the
quartermaster with a resource when needed.
Camp Eat on/ Gi
important to the history of Indian removal for
several reasons. Many sources mistakenly list
Camp Eaton or Camp Gilmer as a removal
stockade. Others confuse Camp Gilmer in
Forsyth County with Fort Gilmer in Murray
County, miss-identifying both the date and the
facility. Some sources refer to Fort Eaton or
even Fort Scudder. Trail of Tears markers
placed at the appropriate sites in Georgia will be
an invaluable source of education for all.
Scudder s i nn was in
the Cherokee Nation, in the upper Piedmont
physiographic province between the
Chattahoochee and the Etowah rivers. Local
Cherokees lived on river tributaries including
Settendown (sometimes spelled Setting or
Sitting Down), Baldridge, Young Deer, Vickery,
and Big Creeks. Nearby Cherokee communities
included Hightower, Frogtown, and Ducktown.
In anticipation of removal, Capt. James Word
reported that some 500 Cherokees lived within
it he | i ranpkellusuallly corBidered
a ten-mile radius.

With proximity to the Federal and Alabama
Roads as well as major water routes, Hightower
attracted a number of grog shops at the time of
removal. Capt. Word reported that several
persons

| smeenain a n d

they sol d i ndthe kdiaosast
well as fipowder and
Military Occupation. In early April, Lt. Mackay
notified Lt. Hetzel that Capt. Jones was to be
mustered in at New Echota and sent to

S c u d d e dodesthen disappears from the

ng |
ead.

post6s r eclemabethésantet hough

Thomas S. Jones who was commander at Ft.
Hoskins, Spring Place, Murray County). By mid-
May, Capt. James A. Wordof Campbell
County was in command of the mounted
company of 74 men stationed at Ft. Campbell. It
is likely the post, like the county, was named for
Duncan G. Campbell, who negotiated the 1825
Treaty of Indian Springs ceding all Creek land in
Georgia.

Whether the company at the post was aware of
the irony or intended it cannot be known. A
single letter from Word to James Mackay
contains an unusual amount of data about his
company, the process of removal, and the
environs. When Word traveled to the

S surwoanding €hdrokee towns to read Gen.

Scot t 6sdoresidén Cherakees, he was
accompanied by a Cherokee named Charles
Crittenden, who served as his interpreter. His
two lieutenants, Berry L. Watts (or Waits) and
Martin D. Rogers, each visited one of the towns
on behalf of Word. On June 9, Rogers escorted
the prisoners to Ft. WoolandontoRo $s 6
Landing and the company returned to New
Echota on June 30 for payment and mustering
out.

New Echotagame a$-ort Wool)

In his letter, written a few days before collecting
prisoners, Word requested that a physician be
assigned to his company because of the serious
illness of one of his men. If physicians were
unavailable, he wrote, he could hire one at once
who was well qualified and apparently known to
his company. Concerned that the soldier was
dying, Word anticipated the arrival of his father
and requested permission for the father to take
his son home. The sick s o | dnanaeiis dot
given.

In early May, Lt. Hetzel appointed R. F.
Hilbourn as quartermaster for Ft. Campbell.

wer el tkteleewhadgo fis éha@riinrthe month, Wo r dlebtes identified two

t h leort Ghinpbel(3#130)38.41"N $p°3TA6.4" Wy i c t of
Fort Wool (34°32'30.29"N 84°54'40.77"W)
Rossés Landing (35A 3'22.43"

[
0

N



other individuals in the company who were Supplies Little forage was available for

assigned special jobs. He detailed David D. purchase in the area around Ft. Campbell. On
Smith to serve as quartermaster sergeant and May 1, Word had only 200 bushels of corn and
John Carlton to act as company sergeant. With 550 bundles of fodder. The quartermaster

this information, we know more about the estimated that he could probably acquire 4,000
responsibilities of specific individuals in bushels of corn, but no bundles of fodder. The
Wo r glc@dmpany than in any others. only other post in Georgia unlikely to obtain
Construction.Military correspondence in early fodder was Ft. Floyd. No other supply records
April proposed the establishment of a post at or for Ft. Campbell have been found.

near S ¢ u d dBy May §, the post was referred Prisoners.In mid-June, Word reported that his
to by its proper name, implying that it was company had worked five days to capture about
fortified. On May 20, however, Word wrote that 2001 ndi a n s losh oflife ohfice oftgun. 0

he had Anotonlyabdutore o mp | et Whkn adequate wagons and teams became
[ fourt h?] of bedaukede hai c k et available, Redent the prisoners with their

lacked adequate tools until recently. With tools baggage on to Rossb6s Landi
in hand, he hoped to complete it in 10-12 days, He subsequently captured ten more individuals
which obviously was a period that extended and sent them to New Echota. A few Indians in
beyond the capture of prisoners Since earlier hisareahad i ¢ e ¢ & ti alaving them to
correspondence at Ft. Wool had included orders remain. These likely included the Rogers family
for construction tools for company commanders, on the Chattahoochee River, the younger

Wo r dla@ksof tools may indicate a breakdown Scudder and his family, the Cherokee family of
of efficiency in the late stages of preparation for Thomas Cordery, the George Waters family,
removal. Unless he was utilizing buildings at George Welch and his family, and the Lewis
Scudder 6s, Wordaitowoul d h Blackburnrfamidy. Passes may also have been
construct storage facilities, barracks, stables, and issued to Indians too sick or elderly to move.

cooking facilities in a brief period.

http://www.nps.gov/archive/trte/ TRTE/Georgias%20Trail%200f%20Tears%20Report%200NLY .pdf
i ' .F-

New Echota location of Fort Wool Travel from New Echota to Gilmer Co to Talking Rock

Fort Newnan/Fort Campbell where Hamilton and his group captured 500 Cherokee fiwithout loss of life or fire of gun 0
This place is within miles of the Bounty Land Hamilton received for his service and where we find Ary in 1860!


http://www.nps.gov/archive/trte/TRTE/Georgias%20Trail%20of%20Tears%20Report%20ONLY.pdf

